
THE WASSAIL SONG
4/4 & 6/8 Traditional

This song is often listed as Here We Come A-Wassailing.  In the U.S. it is often sung as Here We Come 
A-Caroling as wassailing is not widely known.  Note the Happy New Year in the chorus - the first time  
"happy" has three notes, the second time it has two and "new" has two notes.

6/8
  C
Here we come a wassailing among the leaves so green
  F G7       F
Here we come a wand'ring so fair to be seen

Chorus:  4/4       C F C
Love and joy come to you, and to you your wassail too
      F C F
And God bless you and send you a Ha-a-ppy New Year
        C F G7 C
And God send you a Happy Ne-w Year

C
We are not daily beggars that beg from door to door
  F     G7       F
But we are neighbor's children whom you have seen before.

C
Good Master and Mistress as you sit by the fire
  F G7  F
Pray think of us poor children who wander in the mire

C
God bless the master of this house, likewise the mistress too
  F G7    F
And all the little children that round the table go.

Wassail (Was Hael) is Welsh.  In medieval days the very poor would go from farm to farm across the  
countryside in winter with a bucket.  Each household would put something in the pot - it might be mulled  
(hot spiced) wine, apple juice, broth or skimmings from the top of the soup pot - all together in the bucket.  
At the end of the night, the poor had the contents of the bucket to drink to keep warm but it probably tasted  
pretty awful.
In Victorian days, it was customary for wassailers to carry a big wooden bowl door-to-door while they  
sang and collect only drinks:  wine, brandy, rum, ale, apple juice or whatever  Often a piece of toast was  
put in the bowl.
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