
WHAT CHILD IS THIS
6/8 Traditional to the tune Greensleeves

This is a set of alternate lyrics to the tune Greensleeves.  Alternate lyrics are a set of lyrics written for an  
existing tune, like Love Me Tender and Aura Lee.

        Am   G    F  E7
What child is this who lay to rest, on Mary's lap is sleeping
        Am        G       Am E7    Am
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet, while shepherds watch are keeping

Chorus:
   C    G  Am E7
This, this is Christ the King, whom shepherds guard and angels sing
   C       G            Am   E7   Am
Haste, haste to bring Him laud, the babe, the son of Mary

        Am G        F        E7
Why lies He in such mean estate, where ox and ass are feeding?
        Am        G        Am       E7        Am
Good Christian fear, for sinners here, the silent Word is pleading.

      Am     G      F         E7
So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh, come peasant, king, to own Him
        Am  G       Am      E7 Am
The King of Kings salvation brings, let loving hearts enthrone Him

This tune works well when sung as a lead-in to the Coventry Carol.  Use the last note as the starting note  
for the chorus "Lullay".
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VICTORIAN NEW YEAR
6/8 Traditional to the tune Greensleeves

This is a set of alternate lyrics to the tune Greensleeves.  Alternate lyrics are a set of lyrics written for an  
existing tune, like Love Me Tender and Aura Lee.

        Am          G F          E7
The old year now away is fled, the new year it is enter-ed
        Am G       Am         E7   Am
Then let us now our sins downtread, and joyfully all appear.
   C           G          Am E7
Let's merry be this day, and let us now both sport and play
   C         G         Am E7 Am
Hang grief, cast care away!  God send you a happy New Year!

         Am   G F E7
The nameday now of Christ we keep, who for our sins did often weep
        Am        G       Am        E7    Am
His hands and feet were wounded deep, and his blessed side with a spear.
 C     G    Am        E7
His head they crowned with thorn, and at him they did laugh and scorn
   C    G         Am E7 Am
Who for our good was born, God send us a happy New Year!

         Am          G    F     E7
And now with New Year's gifts each friend, unto each other they do send
         Am        G Am E7        Am
God grant we may all our lives amend, and that the truth may appear.
   C    G          Am         E7
Now like the snake your skin, cast off, of evil thoughts and sin
   C            G  Am     E7   Am
And so the year begin, God send us a happy New Year!

This song was sung in Victorian times (mid-1800s) as a New Year's song.  The gruesome lyrics were a 
common theme in those days.
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